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Ts~ED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY .3 SET TO EXPIRE , MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAIUNG DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ^^^.m*. «*!•«■*»■- 

a=^sSH ,J — 



despondence address - 




S patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status „ 

m Responsive to communications) filed on 08October2QQQ ■ 

^ • cimai 2b)l2 This action is non-final. 

2a)D This action is FINAL. * ^ maHorc nrnieeution as to the ments is 

Disposition of Claims 

4) B Claim(s) ilZ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) ;MZ is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8 ) D c.aim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

qMH The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 in The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U approvea ,uj 

,f approved, corrected drawings are required in rep.y to this Office action. 

12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Exammer. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 119/aWd) or (f). 

13® Acknowledgment is made of a .aim for foreign priorty under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a) (d) 

a)El All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

IB Certified copies of the priority documents have been recerved. 

1 5 )D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. » 

Attachment(s) ^ lrrt erview Summary (PTCM1 3) Paper No(s) • 

1) m Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) g Notice of |nforma , patent Application (PTO-152) 

2 □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948 > 
3) y information Disc.osure S«atement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) • ^) U 
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DETAILED ACTION 

, The following is a cuotation of ,Ke appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. ,02 that form t he 
basis for .he rejections under this section made in .his Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
^vent.on^e^^ 

thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made .o 35 U.S.C. .02(e) hy the American M- Ac. of 1999 

(Aff A) do no. apply .0 ft. examination of .his app.ica.io„ as the application being examined 
was no. (!) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) volun.ari,y pubhshed under 35 U.S.C. 

. • • j .....wis II S C 102(e) prior .o the amendment 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C iua )P 

by the ATP A (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2 Cairns 1-6, 8-14, .6 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tanaxa e. a,(6,C50,,S3). The p,en. .o TanaKa e. al teaches .he stenci, and me.hod 
such a stencil as claimed including a s.e„ci, shown in Fig. 4 having a porous resin layer 10, a 
drastic resin layer 20, a non-resinous porous layer 40 formed on the porous resin iaye, .0, 
and an adhesive resin ,ayer interposed ber*een fte porous resin layer and the thermopiastic res,„ 

e, a, also .each .he range of air permeability and .he perforation open ratio of .he s.enc,i as 
r eci,ed in Cain, ,0. With respec. .o claim ,3, .he me.hod s.eps of forming a stenci, are a,so 

clearly taught by the teaching of Tanaka et al. 

♦ s I T S C 1 03( a) which forms the basis for all 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.b.c. iujw w 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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'•iioS 102 of te .Me. if 4= ^^JJSSI to iu» «» <o • 

manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Ciaims 7 and 15 are rejected under 35 U S C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tanaka 
e, a. in view of Ohta e, al(5,843,560). Tanaka e, al teach the method of making a stencil as 
claimed except for the porous resin .ayer being formed through a coating composition. With 
respect to claim 1 5, Ohta e, al teach in a method of making a stenci. the conventionality of 
app,yi„ g on a thermoplastic resin layer a coating liquid containing a mixture of good solvent and 
. poor solvent and then drying it to form a porous resin layer. See the abstract of Ohta et al for 
example. In view of the teaching of Ohta e. al, it would have been obvious to those having 
ordinary skill in the art to provide the stenci. making method of Tanaka e, al with the alternative 
of formingthe porous resin layer through a coating liquid. The mere application of known way 
of forming a porous resin layer on athermoplastic resin layer to produce a stencil by those 
having ordinary ski,, in the ar, based upon its well known properties and intended use in order to 
achieve an expected outcome wou.d have been most obvious. With respect to claim 7, Ohta e, a, 
c,ear.y teach tha, the stenci. is preferred to have a flexura, rigidity of 10-50mN for reasons of 
proper transferability of the printing stencil in a printer. I. would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to provide the stenci. of Tanaka e, a. with the proper flexura, rigidity for 
the same reason in order to ensure printing quality. 

The prior art made of record and not relieO upon is considered pertinent to app.icanfs 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Ren L Yan whose telephone number is 703-308-0978. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on 703-305-6619. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for regular 
communications and 703-308-5841 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 



Ren LYan v 
Primary Examiner 
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Ren Yan 
March 25, 2002 



